
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Participants Bios 
 

Amr Al Azm 

 

Amr Al Azm was educated in the UK, at University College, London and graduated with a doctoral 
degree in1991. He was the founder and Director of the Scientific and Conservation Laboratories 
at the General Department of Antiquities and Museums (1999-2004) and taught at the University 
of Damascus until 2006. Currently he is the program coordinator for the Gulf Studies program at 
Qatar University where he teaches research methodology and women and gender issues in the 
Gulf. He is also a tenured Professor of Middle East History and Anthropology at Shawnee State 
University in Ohio.   

Amr Al-Azm is a keen follower and commentator on current events in Syria and the Middle East 
in general and has written articles in numerous journals, and major media outlets including guest 
editorials for the New York Times, Time Magazine, Foreign Policy and Foreign Affairs.  

Furthermore Amr Al-Azm is a founder and board member on The Day After project (TDA) and 
currently coordinates the Heritage Protection Initiative (TDA-HPI) for cultural heritage protection 
at the TDA. He is also a co-Director of the Antiquities Trafficking and Heritage Anthropology 
Research (ATHAR) Project. 

 

 

Sarah Muhanna Al-Naimi  

In 2012, Sarah Muhanna Al-Naimi obtained her first MA in Public Policy from HBKU. Her thesis 
in Qatar’s Mediation Policy in the Islamic World investigated Qatar’s foreign policy in 1995-2011 
with a particular focus on the mediation policy. In 2022, she obtained her second MA in “Global 
Diplomacy” program in SOAS. Her thesis analyzed the power of small states in sport with a focus 
on Qatar as a case study. In Jan 2020, she started her PHD in “Gulf Studies” in Qatar University. 
Her academic and research vocation is to explore Qatar’s foreign policy, demonstrate how non-
traditional tools enabled branding Qatar’s image regionally and internationally. In addition, Sarah 
is currently working as a researcher at the Diplomatic Institute at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
She published some articles in the “Diplomacy” Journal which is published in the Diplomatic 
Institute. These articles are about the role of sport on Qatar’s foreign policy and the relationship 
between NGOs and foreign policy  
  

 

 

 

http://tda-sy.org/en?lang=en
https://tda-hpi.org/en
http://atharproject.org/
http://atharproject.org/


Mahfoud Amara  

 

Mahfoud Amara, is Associate Professor in Sport Social sciences and Management at Physical 
Education & Sport Science Department, College of Education, Qatar University. Dr Amara has a 
number of publications, peer reviewed articles and book chapters, and has been regularly featured 
in international media outlets. His work focuses on two areas: 1) sport, business, culture, politics 
and society in the MENA region; 2) sport, cultural diversity and Muslim communities in the West. 
He has been invited as speaker and expert to a number of working groups, international 
conferences, symposia, panels, and lecture series/ webinars. In 2012 he published an authored a 
book with Palgrave and Macmillan on “Sport Politics and Society in the Arab World”.  He co-
edited with Alberto Testa “Sport in Islam and in Muslim Communities” (Routledge, 2015), and 
with John Nauright “Sport in the African World” (Routledge, 2018). He edited “the Olympic 
Movement and the Middle East and North Africa Region” (Routledge, 2020). 

 
 

 

Simona Azzali 

 

Simona Azzali is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Architecture at Prince Sultan 
University, Riyadh. She is an interdisciplinary researcher with a background in urban planning and 
design.  Her research crosses a wide spectrum including urban spaces in tropical Asia and the 
Middle East: liveability and social sustainability of public spaces; place making; mega sporting 
events and their impact on the built environment. Simona Azzali is passionate about cities and a 
strong advocate of a people-oriented and participatory design approach to build better cities by 
design. Prior to commencing her appointment at PSU, she worked and researched for various 
renowned academic institutions as James Cook University Singapore, the National University of 
Singapore, UCL London, Politecnico di Milano, and Qatar University.  



Davies Banda  

 
Davies Banda is an active researcher in the field of sport-for-development and has published both 
in peer-reviewed journals and UK government commissioned policy reports. His research interests 
are centered particularly on: youth sport and social inclusion policies, sport-for-development and 
social inclusion interventions, and corporate social responsibility through sport. He has advocated 
for the role that sport plays in the lives of disadvantaged young people, particularly those living in 
deprived communities. 

His academic and practitioner interest within the sport-for-development sector focuses on 
designing and implementation of social interventions using sport as a tool for development. Davies 
has experience of working as a consultant in Europe and Africa where he has engaged private, 
voluntary and public sector bodies using sport as a social good. 

Davies has previously held brief posts at Loughborough University and Sheffield Hallam 
University before spending 10 years (2006 – 2016) at York St John University as a Senior Lecturer 
in Sport Policy. 

 

 

Youcef Bouandel  

 
Youcef Bouandel is Professor of Politics at the Department of International Affairs, Qatar University. He 
holds a License in Politics from the University of Algiers, Algeria, (1986) and an M.Phil. (1988) and a 
Ph.D. (1994) in Politics from the University of Glasgow, Scotland. He was Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in 
Politics at the University of Lincoln, England, as visiting professor in Bulgaria, Sweden, Latvia and the 
United States of America. He is the author of Human Rights and Comparative Politics (1997) and numerous 
articles and book chapters. His latest publication, co-authored with Mahfoud Amara is, “Algeria and the 
FIFA World Cup: between political legitimization and regional rivalry” published in Soccer and Society 
2022. 

 

 

 



Paul Bretherton  

 

Dr, Paul Bretherton graduated from the University of Bath (UK) before completing an MSc and a 
PhD in the School of Sport, Exercise and Health Sciences at Loughborough University (UK). 
Paul’s PhD research focused on Corporate Social Responsibility and health promotion in relation 
to the legacy of the London 2012 Summer Olympic Games. Paul has since gained a range of 
academic experience in different countries including South Korea, China and Brazil. In South 
Korea, Paul lectured on Olympic Studies at the International Sports Relations Foundation (iSR) 
course for retiring elite athletes, which was organized by the Association of National Olympic 
Committees (ANOC) in conjunction with the South Korean Government’s Ministry of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism. Most recently, in 2022 Paul completed a post-doctorate in the area of Public 
Policy of Sport and Leisure at the Faculty of Physical Education (FEF) at the State University of 
Campinas (UNICAMP) in São Paulo, Brazil. Paul’s research focuses primarily upon the planning 
and legacies of Sport Mega-Events, physical activity promotion and the relationship between the 
Global North and South in the context of sport. 

 
 

Simon Chadwik 

 

Professor Simon Chadwick is a researcher, writer, academic, consultant and speaker with more 
than twenty years experience in the global sport industry. His current work focuses on the 
geopolitical economy of sport, though his background is in marketing, business strategy and 
economics. 
Chadwick is Professor of Sport and Geopolitical Economy at Skema Business School in Paris. In 
addition, Simon co-founded and co-directs the China Soccer Observatory (University of 
Nottingham, UK). He is Founding Editor of GeoSport, a digital sports platform created with the 
French Institute for International and Strategic Affairs. 
Chadwick previously founded and directed Emlyon Business School’s Centre for the Eurasian 
Sport Industry, the University of London's Birkbeck Sports Business Centre, and Coventry 



University's Centre for the International Business of Sport. In addition, he has worked at several 
of the world's most prestigious business schools, such as IESE in Spain, Otto Beisheim in 
Germany, Tsinghua in China, COPPEAD in Brazil and Waseda in Japan. 
Simon has written numerous articles, books and research reports for the likes of Forbes, Sloan 
Management Review, the Wall Street Journal, The Economist, Forbes, Thunderbird International 
Business Review, Mastercard, Newsweek, Reuters, Time, Routledge and Financial Times Prentice 
Hall. In addition, he has worked with some of the biggest names in sport, including Qatar’s 
Supreme Committee for Delivery and Legacy, FC Barcelona, UEFA, Adidas, the Association of 
Tennis Professionals, Nielsen, the European Clubs Association, Ping, Formula E and Coca Cola.  

 

 

James Dorsey  

 

Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-winning journalist and scholar, an Adjunct Senior Fellow at 
Nanyang Technological University’s S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, and the author 
of the syndicated column and blog, The Turbulent World of Middle East Soccer. 

 

 

Richard Giulianotti  

 

Richard Giulianotti is UNESCO Chair in Sport, Physical Activity and Education for Development, 
and Professor of Sociology at Loughborough University, UK.  He is also an associate professor at 
the University of South-Eastern Norway.  He is co-founder and joint Field Chief Editor of the 
journal Frontiers in Sports and Active Living.  He has researched and published widely on sport, 
development and peace, globalization, mega-events, policing and security, youth, crime and 
deviance, and migration.  He is author of the books Football: A Sociology of the Global 
Game (Polity, 1999), Sport: A Critical Sociology (Polity, 2005, revised 2015), Ethics, Money and 

https://www.jamesmdorsey.net/


Sport (with A.J. Walsh, Routledge, 2007), Globalization and Football (with R. Robertson, Sage, 
2009), and Policing the London 2012 Olympics (with G. Armstrong & D. Hobbs, Routledge, 
2016).  He has edited many books, including (as co-editor) The Routledge Handbook of Sport for 
Development and Peace (Routledge, 2019), and has published numerous articles in international 
journals and edited collections.  He has undertaken multiple research projects funded by the UK 
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) (eight awards), European Commission, and 
Nuffield Foundation.  He was a member of the UK REF2021 research assessment exercise (sub-
panel 24).  His work has been translated and published in fifteen languages. 

 

Thomas Ross Griffin  

 

Dr. Griffin is an Irish academic who has taught American literature and postcolonial literature in 
Qatar University since August 2015. His research interests focus on the connection between sport, 
culture, and national identity. He has published several articles and book chapters on the history 
of sport in Qatar and the part it plays in the formation of a national identity for the Gulf nation. 
This includes work on the cultural legacies of World Cup 2022, national identity performance in 
the Qatar men’s national football team, and a history of road cycling in Qatar. Dr Griffin has 
regularly appeared on Al Jazeera and other media such as Middle East Eye to discuss the 
relationship between sport, culture, and national identity in a variety of different contexts. He has 
also given guest lectures and contributed to various podcasts and online media. His work in this 
field saw him appointed as academic editor for the Middle East for The International Journal of 
the History of Sport in January 2021. At present, he is working on multiple sports projects, 
including a journal article on the emergence of women’s cycling in Qatar. 

 

 

Thomas Bonnie James 

 

Thomas Bonnie James is a lecturer and specialist in West Asian Studies. He is also a Ph.D. 
Candidate and Graduate Research Assistant at the Gulf Studies Center at Qatar University. He 
holds a Bachelor's and Master's in Political Science from Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi. His 
primary research areas include International Relations, Global Political Economy, Foreign Policy 
Analysis, and South Asian Studies. 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14660970.2019.1680499
https://www.hurstpublishers.com/book/football-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.hurstpublishers.com/book/football-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Sport-in-the-Middle-East/Reiche-Brannagan/p/book/9780367470227?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=KVdy7Rr5EyXkRgvdJbmZ6ST5bwIH3j1dyeDZfI0Ynec-1638942975-0-gaNycGzNClE


Marc Owen Jones  

 
Mar c Owen Jones is an Assistant Professor of Middle East Studies at Hamad bin Khalifa 
University, where he lectures and researches on political repression and informational control 
strategies. His recent work has focused on the way social media has been used to spread 
disinformation and fake news in the Middle East. In March 2019, he published ‘The Gulf 
Information War| Propaganda, Fake News, and Fake Trends: The Weaponization of Twitter Bots 
in the Gulf Crisis’, in the ‘International Journal of Communication’. His upcoming book on 
‘Disinformation and Deception in the Middle East’ will be published by Hurst Books and Oxford 
University Press in 2021. His previous work has focused on political repression.  His recent 
monograph, ‘Political Repression in Bahrain’, was published in July 2020 by Cambridge 
University, Press. Jones has won multiple awards for his work. Jones’ PhD thesis in Government 
and International Affairs from Durham University won the ‘2016 Best Thesis’ award from the 
Association for Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies. In 2021 he won the ‘UK alumni professional 
achievement’ award from the British Council in Qatar. Through the course of his career he has 
won several awards for teaching both at Exeter University and HBKU.  He is the editor of 
numerous books on Bahrain and the Gulf, including Gulfization of the Arab World, published in 
2018 by Gerlach Press. Jones also specializes in providing timely analysis on disinformation 
campaigns, and has taken an active role in numerous high profile investigations. In addition to his 
academic publications, Jones has written for numerous international media outlets, including the 
Washington Post, CNN, the Independent and the New Statesman. His work features frequently in 
publications such as the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal and the Guardian.  He also 
makes regular appearances on BBC, Al Jazeera, LBC, CBC News, and many others. Jones grew 
up in Bahrain and Saudi, and has worked and studied in Sudan, Syria, Germany and the United 
Kingdom. 

 

 
Vadim Kaputskin  

Vadim I. Kapustkin holds his Ph.D. in Economics since 1989. He has been teaching at St. 
Petersburg (former Leningrad) State University since 1988. Currently he is an Associate Professor 
at the School of Economics of the same university. Dr. Kapustkin has extensive teaching 
experience abroad (in the USA, Canada, Finland, Germany, France, Republic of Korea, China and 
other countries). During the period of 1993 - 2022 he took part in over 60 International Seminars, 
Conferences, Workshops, Fora in Canada, USA, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Germany, Austria, 
Italy, Switzerland, Croatia, China, Republic of Korea, Iran, etc. He is an author of more than 75 
publications, among them more than 30 are in English, and 7 – in Chinese. He has a disabled 
person status since 2008. 



Saban Kardas  

 

Dr. Şaban Kardaş is a research professor at the Gulf Studies Center at Qatar University. He has 
published articles and book chapters on Turkish domestic and foreign policies, energy policies 
and international security and has been an occasional contributor to international media. He has 
taught classes at Diplomacy Academy, Sakarya University, Police Academy, Military Academy, 
and TOBB University of Economics and Technology from where he is currently on academic 
leave. He received his doctoral degree in political science from the University of Utah. Dr. 
Kardas also holds a master’s degree in international relations from the Middle East Technical 
University in Ankara, and a second master’s degree in European Studies from the Center for 
European Integration Studies in Bonn, Germany. 

 

 

Magdalena Karolac  

 

Dr. Magdalena Karolak is Associate Professor of Humanities and Social Sciences at Zayed 
University, UAE. She received her Ph.D. in Linguistics, M.A. in Political Science and M.A. in 
Latin American Studies; and B.A. in French Language. Prior to working at ZU, Dr. Karolak held 
Assistant Professor positions in Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. In 2014-15, she was an American 
Political Science Association MENA Fellow. Her research interests include transformations of 
societies in the MENA region and comparative linguistics. Dr. Karolak has published more than 
50 journal articles and book chapters on the shifting gender relations, social media, culture and 
identity, and political system transformations in the MENA countries. She is the author of three 
scholarly monographs.  

 

 

 



Nikolay Kozhanov  

 

Nikolay Kozhanov is a Research Associate Professor at the Gulf Studies Center of Qatar 
University. His research interests are focused on the geopolitics of the Gulf hydrocarbons, Russian 
foreign policy in the Middle East as well as Iran’s economy and international relations. Nikolay 
has his PhD in economics from St.Petersburg State University and holds an MA degree in Middle 
Eastern Studies from the University of Exeter. His recent publications include Russia and the 
Syrian Conflict: Moscow’s Domestic, Regional and Strategic Interests (Gerlach Press 2016); 
Iran’s Strategic Thinking: The Evolution of Iran’s Foreign Policy 1979-2017. (London, Berlin: 
Gerlach Press, 2018) and Russian Policy across the Middle East: Motivations and Methods 
(Chatham House 2018). 

 

 

Wael Ahmed Al Kurdi 

 

Wael Ahmed Al Kurdi is an Associate Professor of Logic and Philosophy of Science obtained in 
2022 from Al Neelain University in Sudan. Dr. AL Kurdi holds a Masters degree in Logic and the 
Philosophy of Language from Al Khartoum University. He was awarded the research excellency 
award for his extensive research projects on topics such as Linguistics, Environmental Strategies, 
Democracy and society and much more. He held the position of Associate Professor at the Arab 
Academy in Denmark and he is currently living in Sudan.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John McManus 

  

John McManus is a social anthropologist whose research looks at migration, multiculturalism and 
popular culture in the Middle East and Europe. He is the author of Inside Qatar: Hidden Stories 
From One of the Richest Nations on Earth (Icon Books, 2022) and Welcome to Hell? In Search of 
the Real Turkish Football (Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2018), awarded runner-up in the 2019 British-
Kuwaiti Friendship Society book prize. John holds a PhD from the University of Oxford and is a 
former visiting scholar at Qatar University Gulf Studies Centre (2019-2021). His writing has 
appeared in the New York Times, the Guardian, the Washington Post and the Financial Times, as 
well as academic journals. Twitter: @johnmcmanus06 

 
 
 

Hazal Muslu  

 

Hazal Muslu El Berni received her PhD from Kadir Has University in International Relations. 
She holds MA both in International Relations and Gulf Studies. Her research focuses on the Gulf 
security and politics, Saudi foreign policy-making, critical security studies, and migration studies 
in the Gulf. She is currently working on her book on Saudi decision-making process and regional 
security perceptions towards Iran. She’s based in Paris. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Meltem Ozel 

 

Meltem Özel completed her undergraduate education at Işık University, Department of 
International Relations (English, 100% scholarship), her master's degree at Beykent University, 
Social Sciences Institute, Business Administration, and her doctorate at Kocaeli University, Social 
Sciences Institute, Department of Public Relations and Publicity. Özel, who received the title of 
doctoral faculty member in 2021, has been working at Istanbul Esenyurt University since 2014. 
She teaches various courses in the Department of Public Relations and Advertising of the Faculty 
of Private, Arts and Social Sciences, where she served as the assistant coordinator between 2015-
2018 and coordinator between 2019-2022 in the Erasmus Coordinatorship. Various works, book 
chapters and "Cultural Diplomacy and Educational Diplomacy in Turkey" published in the fields 
of public diplomacy, new media, communication, advertising and political communication. Özel, 
who has the book titled "On the Axis of International Exchange Programs", gives seminars in the 
field of "Media and Information Literacy" within the scope of Tübitak Science Talks and European 
Union Projects. 

  

Simon Rofe 

 

Dr J. Simon Rofe is Associate Professor and Reader in International Politics at the University of 
Leeds, United Kingdom. Simon has an international research profile addressing sports diplomacy, 
with a particular focus upon the relationship of the sporting ecosystem with diplomatic 
practice(s). He has worked with numerous stakeholders from across the sporting and diplomatic 
realms including, UNESCO & UNICEF, the United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office and Department for Culture, Media and Sport, Embassies, Foreign Services 
and government agencies from around the world, anti-doping associations, bidding and organising 
committees 

Simon, until recently was Reader in Diplomatic Studies at SOAS University of London, developed 
the first MA module globally to address ‘Sport and Diplomacy: More than a Game’, following a 

https://www.soas.ac.uk/courseunits/15PFFC032.html


role in the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games (LOCOG) in 2012. Simon 
founded the Sport, Diplomacy, and Governance Hub, which provides for multi-directional 
knowledge exchange, and has established a strong multinational network of relevant contacts in 
the realms of Sport and Diplomacy. He co-directed the Basketball Diplomacy in Africa Oral 
History Project, with a particular focus on the Basketball Africa League, The BAL. 

He is the author and editor of a numerous books and articles including: Sport Diplomacy and Sport 
for Development SfD: A Discourse of Challenges and Opportunity, Journal of Global Sport 
Management. 2021; 'Scholarship and Sports Diplomacy: the Case of Japan and the United 
Kingdom' with Verity Postlethwaite, Diplomatica: A Journal of Diplomacy and Society. 'The 
Untold Story of FIFA’s Diplomacy and the 1966 World Cup: North Korea, Africa and Sir Stanley 
Rous'. w/ Professor Alan Tomlinson, The International History Review, 2019 DOI: 
10.1080/07075332.2019.1593218; Sport and Diplomacy: Games within Games (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press, 2018): 'Sport and Diplomacy: A Global Diplomacy Framework.' 
Diplomacy and Statecraft, 27 (2). pp. 212-230. 2016; and 'It is a squad game: Manchester United 
as a diplomatic non-state actor in international affairs.' Sport in Society, 17 (9). pp. 1136-1154. 
2014. 

  

 

Sebastian Sons  

 

Sebastian Sons works as researcher for the Center for Applied Research in Partnership with the 
Orient (CARPO). Prior to that, he served as an advisor for the Regional Programme “Cooperation 
with Arab Donors” (CAD) of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
GmbH. He holds a Ph.D. from the Humboldt University Berlin on media discourses on labor 
migration from Pakistan to Saudi Arabia. 
He studied Middle Eastern Studies, Contemporary History and Political Sciences in Berlin and 
Damascus. He was further trained as journalist at the Berlin School for Journalists and worked as 
a sports journalist. As Head of Research at the German Orient-Institute and as a project researcher 
at the German Council on Foreign Relations (DGAP), he focused on foreign and security policy 
as well as labor migration, sport politics and development cooperation of the Arab Gulf states. 
Among many other articles and analyses on the Arab Gulf monarchies, he published the book 
“Built on Sand: Saudi Arabia – A problematic Ally” (in German). In September 2022, his new 
book is published which addresses the implications of the FIFA World Cup 2022 in Qatar on 
Germany’s and Europe’s strategic foreign policymaking on the Gulf region. 
 

 

 

https://www.soas.ac.uk/sport-diplomacy-and-governance/
https://www.soas.ac.uk/sport-diplomacy-and-governance/basketball-diplomacy-in-africa/#:%7E:text=%E2%80%9CBasketball%20Diplomacy%20in%20Africa%3A%20An,sports%20diplomacy%20to%20illustrate%20its
https://www.soas.ac.uk/sport-diplomacy-and-governance/basketball-diplomacy-in-africa/#:%7E:text=%E2%80%9CBasketball%20Diplomacy%20in%20Africa%3A%20An,sports%20diplomacy%20to%20illustrate%20its
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/24704067.2021.2010024?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/24704067.2021.2010024?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/35595
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/35595
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/30953
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/30953
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/30953
http://eprints.soas.ac.uk/22167/
http://eprints.soas.ac.uk/22167/
http://eprints.soas.ac.uk/18021/
http://eprints.soas.ac.uk/18021/


Kamilla Swart-Arres 

 

Dr Kamilla Swart is Director of the Masters of Science in Sport and Entertainment and Associate 
Professor, College of Science and Engineering, Hamad Bin Khalifa University, Qatar 
Foundation. She is also a Senior Research Associate, School of Tourism and Hospitality, 
University of Johannesburg, South Africa. Kamilla’s research interests include sport and event 
tourism, particularly mega-events, sustainability, legacy and inclusion in sport.  Kamilla’s work 
has been focused on contributing to sport, tourism and event knowledge in the developing context, 
and in the global South in particular. She initiated the 2010 FIFA World Cup Research Agenda 
and served as the City of Cape Town’s Research Manager for 2010. Kamilla was the project lead 
for South Africa as part of a five-university partnership project on mega-event legacy and 
management funded by the European Union. She is currently working closely with the Qatar 
Foundation 2022 FIFA World Cup Master Program and the Supreme Committee for Delivery and 
Legacy. Kamilla is Associate Editor for the Journal of Destination Marketing and Management 
and Frontiers in Sports and Active Living. She is also the Co-Chair of the 2023 World Association 
of Sport Management Conference to be held in Qatar. Kamilla has been recently appointed to the 
Steering Committee of the UNESCO Chair on Governance & Social Responsibility in Sport.  

 

 

Ghoncheh Tazmini  

 

Ghoncheh Tazmini recently completed her term as Visiting Fellow at the Middle East Centre at 
the LSE, where she carried out research on Iran-related themes. She is the author of Khatami’s 
Iran: The Islamic Republic and the Turbulent Path to Reform (I. B. Tauris, 2007, 2009), 
and Revolution and Reform in Russia and Iran: Politics and Modernisation in Revolutionary 
States (I.B. Tauris, 2012). Her recent published articles include, ‘Parallel Discursive Fields in Pre-
Revolutionary Russia and Iran: The West as a Model or an Anti-Model,’ (BJMES, 
2021). Formerly, an Iran Heritage Foundation Fellow at SOAS, and a British Academy 
grantee, Ghoncheh’s research is positioned at the nexus of modern Iranian history, comparative 
politics and global history. In her previous research, she has focused on the processes of 



modernisation and reform in Iran. The second strand of her research focuses more specifically on 
Iran’s domestic politics and state-society relations. Finally, her research negotiates the tension 
between Iran and the west further back in history by adopting an integrative approach that 
appreciates the intense linkages and exposures of the country to global historical trends. Currently, 
she is authoring a book on Russian-Iranian relations. 

 
 

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen 

 

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Ph.D., is a fellow for the Middle East at the Baker Institute. His research 
examines the changing position of Persian Gulf states in the global order, as well as the emergence 
of longer-term, nonmilitary challenges to regional security. Previously, he worked as senior Gulf 
analyst at the Gulf Center for Strategic Studies and as co-director of the Kuwait Program on 
Development, Governance and Globalization in the Gulf States at the London School of 
Economics. 

Coates Ulrichsen has published extensively on the Gulf. His books include “The Gulf States in 
International Political Economy” (Palgrave Macmillan, 2015), “The United Arab Emirates: Power, 
Politics, and Policymaking” (Routledge, 2016), and “Qatar and the Gulf Crisis” (Oxford 
University Press, 2020). Coates Ulrichsen’s articles have appeared in numerous academic journals, 
including Global Policy and the Journal of Arabian Studies, and he consults regularly on Gulf 
issues for government and private sector agencies around the world. Coates Ulrichsen holds a 
doctorate in history from the University of Cambridge. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Luciano Zaccara 

 
Luciano Zaccara is a Research Associate Professor at the Gulf Studies Center of Qatar University. 
Also a Visiting Assistant Professor at Georgetown University in Qatar and Director of OPEMAM. 
He holds his PhD in Arab and Islamic Studies from Univesidad Autonoma de Madrid, Spain; and 
a BA in Political Science from Universidad Nacional de Rosario, Argentina. He is specialized in 
Iran and Gulf Politics. E-mail address: luciano.zaccara@qu.edu.qa 

 
 
 

Mahjoob Zweiri  

 
Mahjoob Zweiri is the Director of Gulf Studies Center. He is a Professor in Contemporary 
Politics and History of the Middle East at Qatar University. Before joining Qatar University in 
2010, Prof. Zweiri was senior researcher in Middle East Politics and Iran at the Center for Strategic 
Studies, University of Jordan. He was also a visiting professor to School of Government & 
International Affairs at Durham University. From March 2003-December 2007 he was a research 
fellow and then a director of the Centre for Iranian Studies in the Institute for Middle Eastern and 
Islamic Studies at Durham University. Prof Zweiri has more than 80publications in the areas of 
Iran and Contemporary Middle East History and Politics. In addition to Arabic, Prof  Zweiri is 
fluent in Farsi and English. He tweets @mzweiri. E-mail address: mzweiri@qu.edu.qa 
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